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(3) ENGLISH

3.1 Arrange professional development activity on catering for learner diversity in English teaching and
learning.

Achievement :

A professional development session on catering for learning diversity was organized on 31st January,
2019. All participating teachers agreed that the workshop was practical and it helped improve their

skills on catering for learners’ diversity.

Reflection :

There are some students with special learning needs at school. Teachers are concerned about the
special educational needs of the students and how to support them in the mainstream English
education classroom. There is a need to run a workshop addressing the needs of students with SEN in

learning, teaching and assessment.

3.2 Support with local institution educator to familiarize teachers with strategies for differentiated instruction.

Achievement :

Co-planning meetings and preparation work were done in January and February among P.5 English
teachers. P.5 English teachers took turns to try out the trial lesson in their own class on the following
dates: 5C (21% February, 2019), 5B and 5E (22™ February, 2019) and 5D (25" February, 2019). The
P.5 English teachers observed the lessons and amended the lesson plans afterwards. The final trial
lesson was conducted on 26™ February, 2019 in 5A. All English teachers observed the lesson. They

evaluated the lesson and shared their teaching opinions in the sharing lesson.

During the process of observing the lesson, both the observees and the observers were provided with
the opportunity to learn from each other. It also provided an opportunity to disseminate good practice
amongst teachers by sharing thoughts on teaching practice and supporting one another’s professional

development of teaching skills.

According to the teachers’ response, 100% participating teachers found that the trial lesson was useful

and practical. It could also stimulate teachers’ learning related to strategies for differentiated

instructions, contribute to effective teaching and learning, and enhance teaching skills to cater for




learner diversity. The participating teachers would apply some of the teaching methodologies, which

shared by the local educator and teachers, in their lessons.

Reflection :

The trial lesson focused on the teaching strategies for differentiated instruction in one grammar lesson

which is only a part of English Language teaching. There is a need to extend the practice to the

teaching of reading and writing. It is expected to enhance students’ reading and writing skills.
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(3) ENGLISH

3.1 Maintain effective questioning and provide quality feedback.

Achievement :

Various types of questions, including knowing, understanding, applying, analyzing, evaluating and
creating questions, were set in the units and were shown in the unit plans. Moreover, effective

questioning and quality feedback were the focusing items in lesson observations for appraisal.

According to the lesson observation record, 100% of the observed teachers could apply questioning
skills and 100% could provide quality feedback. They could ask a range of questions to provoke
thinking, use effective questioning to facilitate students’ learning and provide clear, specific and

positive feedback in the lessons.

Reflection :

Responses to teachers’ questions varied from students to students. It depended on students’ abilities.
The less able students, especially the ones with special learning needs, required more guidance.
Teachers had to do more on paraphrasing the questions, providing options, using visual cues and

breaking the questions into small parts to guide the students to understand the learning content.

3.2 Use blackboard arrangement to foster deeper learning.

Achievement :

Blackboard is the most commonly used visual aids in the lessons. Teachers could show the teaching
content in written forms with pictures, graphics, colour coding skills and concept maps etc. to help

students understand and interpret what they learnt in the lessons.

Board arrangement was implemented in the 9 trial classes (2C, 2D, 3C, 4D, 5A, 5C, 5D, 6C and 6D)
and some designs were shown in the unit plans. 98.3 % students in the trial classes found that the use

of blackboard helped consolidate concepts and ideas.

Reflection :

Blackboard arrangement was used efficiently in the 9 trial classes. It is recommended to promote the

use of blackboard arrangement to other classes, especially those with more less able students.

3.3 Promote e-learning to cater for learning differences of students.

Achievement :

An e-learning tool, Nearpod, was used in this year. It is an interactive classroom tool for teachers to
engage students with interactive lessons. Teachers created presentations containing Quiz’s, Polls,

Images and Drawing-Boards on certain topics related to grammar and vocabulary.
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All participating teachers (18 English teachers) designed one Nearpod learning activity in one unit in
a year. In the first term, more than 10 teachers designed at least one Nearpod learning activity and
used in the G.E. lesson. In the second term, the other 8 teachers also did that. The learning activities

could arouse students’ learning interest and enhanced students’ engagement in the lessons.

Reflection :

Some of the Nearpod learning activities were designed for more able classes. Some of them was not
suitable for average and less able students. Teachers needed to adapt the content to meet students’

need.
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