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(3) ENGLISH
3.1 Arrange professional development activity on catering for learner diversity in English teaching and

learning.

Achievement :

® A professional development session on catering for learning diversity was held on 12" March, 2020 by
Professor Barry Bai. All participating teachers agreed that the workshop was practical and useful to
improve their skills on catering for learners’  diversity.

Reflection :

®  Professional development workshops on catering learning diversity were held in two consecutive years.
Teachers were equipped with the relevant skills and knowledge on English teaching and designing
teaching materials on catering for learners’ diversity. Another topic, such as application of e-learning
tools, can be arranged to enhance teachers’ professional knowledge on e-learning.

3.2 Support with local institution /educator to familiarize teachers with strategies for differentiated instruction.
Achievement :

® 1" Co-planning meeting with Professor Barry Bai was done on 12" March, 2020. P.2 English teachers




joined the meeting to plan a lesson on teaching target grammar points. All participated teachers agreed
that the co-planning meeting was useful and practical.

Reflection :

® P2 trial lessons were arranged in the second term and the final trial lesson was scheduled in March.
All the trial lessons were cancelled due to class suspension in the second term. The trial lessons will be
conducted in the coming school year.
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(3) ENGLISH
3.1 Maintain effective questioning and provide quality feedback.

Achievement :

® Teachers of different levels had co-planning meetings regularly to evaluate the effectiveness of
teaching and learning. From teachers’  observation, various types of questions, including knowing,
understanding, applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating questions, were set in the units and were
explicitly shown 1n the unit plans. Teachers were able to design questions based on the teaching
content. They could ask a range of questions to provoke thinking and use effective questioning to
facilitate students’ learning. All teachers agreed that they could apply questioning skills in the
lessons effectively.

® TFrom the result of teachers’ questionnaires, all teachers agreed that they could provide
reinforcement or feedback to students in the lessons or assignments. The feedback given to students
were motivating and specific, which could help students reflect on their answers critically.

Reflection :

e Effective questioning and quality feedback were the focusing items in lesson observations for
appraisal to collect data as performance index. All lesson observations for appraisal were scheduled
in April and May. However, most of them were cancelled due to class suspension in the second term.
Valid data could not be collected 1n the lesson observations for appraisal.

® TFrom teachers’ observation, more guiding questions, hints and visual cues were still required for less
able students 1n order to guide them to provide expected answers on high-order thinking questions.

3.2 Use blackboard arrangement to foster deeper learning.

Achievement :

® Board arrangement was implemented 1n all classes. At least one design was shown 1n each unit plan
and some photos were uploaded for sharing. Teachers organized the teaching content systematically
in written forms with symbols, pictures, mind map and colour coding which consolidated what
students learnt in the lessons. From both teachers’ and students’ questionnaires, 99.1% P.1-6

13



students found that blackboard arrangement helped consolidate and understand concepts and ideas on
grammar items and generating ideas of a writing task. 100% participated teachers found that the
blackboard arrangement helped students integrate, consolidate and understand abstract concepts and
1deas.

Reflection :

Blackboard arrangement worked effectively in the lessons. It 1s recommended to implement
blackboard arrangement regularly in the coming year.

3.3 Promote e-learning to cater for learning differences of students.

Achievement :

Teachers designed e-learning activities on vocabulary, grammar items, text features and phonics,
which were used for motivation, practice and consolidation in the lessons. The newly designed
e-learning activities could arouse students’ learning interest and enhance students’ engagement in
the lessons.

Teachers used different e-learning tools, including Nearpod, Kahoot, Quizlet and Flipgrid to make
those e-learning activities this year. Nearpod and Kahoot were the most commonly used e-learning
tools. From the record, there were altogether 32 e-learning activities designed for students. 100%
teachers could design at least one e-learning activity 1n a year. Some teachers made more than one.
Teachers were familiar with the use of these commonly used e-learning tools. From the result of the
questionnaires, 100% teachers agreed the use of e-learning tools helped cater for learner diversity.

Reflection :

In the second term, classes were suspended due to COVID-19. The application of shared e-learning
activities 1n class was cancelled. Though the newly designed e-learning activities were not used in the
second term this year, they can be new resources for the next school year.

New e-learning tools with different functions can be explored, such as Rainbow One and Teams.
These new e-learning tools have different functions which can be used to cater for learning
differences of students.

3.4 Modify group activities to enhance students’ learning effectiveness.

Achievement :

Teachers of different levels had co-planning meetings regularly to co-plan teaching and learning
activities and evaluate the effectiveness of teaching and learning. From the lesson plan of each unit, a
detailed lesson plan on group activities was done in each unit from P.1 to P.6. Teachers conducted
those group activities in class. From teachers’ observation, students’ participation was enhanced
in pair and group work. Since mixed ability grouping was adopted, more able students were able to
provide peer support to less able students in groups. Students could help one another and they could
practise the targeted language items in the lessons. Group activities also enabled students to be
immersed in an authentic language environment to apply the language items they learnt in the
lessons.
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Reflection :

® The application of group activities was the focusing item in lesson observations for appraisal. All
lesson observations for appraisal were scheduled in April and May. Most of them were cancelled due
to class suspension in the second term. Valid data could not be collected in the lesson observations
for appraisal.

® From teachers’ observation, some group activities were too straight forward or simple. A more
communicative group activities or group activities based on a task-based approach can be designed
for students to use the language items more meaningfully and effectively.

® Moreover, students can be assigned different roles according to their abilities when doing group
activities. For example, more able students can be a leader or facilitator, average students can be a
recorder or presenter and less able students can be a time keeper or material manager. Assigning roles
to students can enhance students’ learning effectiveness since it gets all students involved in the
learning process. Students are required to share responsibility for the group work. Group activities
also provide students with individual accountability which every student’ s contribution is assessed.
It helps enhance students’  learning motivation and learning effectiveness.
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(3) ENGLISH

3.1 Design graded assignments for enhancement and remediation.

Achievement :

® Two levels of graded Reading and Writing Worksheets and three levels of graded Reading and
Writing Worksheets were designed for P.1-3 and P.4-6 students respectively. Students could
complete the worksheets based on their ability and learning pace. Simplified passages and hints were
given to less able students so that they could complete the questions more easily. Pictorial clues were
also added to the version for less able students to help students understand the text content. Some
extended vocabulary and challenging questions were designed for more able students which could
challenge them and expand their knowledge.

Reflection :

® (raded Reading and Writing Worksheets could provide enhancement for more able students and
remediation for less able students. Such practice can be adopted regularly in the coming year. It can
also be extended to other assignments, like GE worksheets and activity worksheets.
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